
THIRD GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #6: Parts of Georgia Suggested Duration 3-4 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE3RI1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

ELAGSE3RI2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.

ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.

ELAGSE3RI7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key
events occur).

ELAGSE3W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
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Essential Questions

Factual—

What are the regions of Georgia?

Which plants and animals live in each region?

Inferential—

How do the region’s features and climates impact the plants
and animals that live there?

How do animals adapt to permanent and changing aspects of
their environment?

Critical Thinking-

Which region of Georgia has the most biodiversity?

How can we ensure that Georgia’s native plants and animals
survive in their environments?

Tier I Words (conversational) Tier II Words (transdisciplinary) Tier III Words (content-specific)

same, different, look, act, change camouflage, hibernation, migration, mimicry,
adaptation, feature, habitat

Geographic terms related to Georgia regions

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Iinstructional Notes

Fluency Strategy

Use the Fluency Grids to practice various groups of vocabulary
related to this unit:

● Ridge, Piedmont, Coastal, Valley, Appalachian, Plateau
● camouflage, hibernation, migration, mimicry, adaptation,

feature

Phonics Strategy

Refer to Tool 4 handouts to break down multisyllabic words
in this unit using Syllaboard and Syllable Spelling (pp. 31-32)
and bring attention to uncommon spelling patterns using
Heart Words routine (pp. 22-25).

cam ou flage
review function of e with soft g sound

Ap  pa la chian
schwa a and affix -chian are only irregular until explicitly taught
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Mvp26-BY7NtW8sC3wAh2BtVbRigqyaxFC0tklKI-yWQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iyIXQBwWuqx3ySbNTthCBVL3OeWw7cj3/view


Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: Compare Georgia Living Things

1. Provide students with a Double Bubble Map or Venn Diagram and review its use for comparing similarities and contrasting differences between objects or ideas.

2. Have students choose two of the native Georgia animals or plant to compare and contract based on physical characteristics, adaptations, needs, and habitat using any available
resources from this unit

Standards:
EELAGSE3RI1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.
ELAGSE3RI7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key
events occur).

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: Mapping Georgia’s Habitats

1. Provide students with hard copies of the Google Doc above and the link to the Google Site Georgia’s Geographic Regions and Habitats.
2. Allow students to work individually or in pairs to complete the prompts on the performance task.

Standards:
ELAGSE3RI1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.
ELAGSE3RI7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key
events occur).
ELAGSE3W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
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https://sites.google.com/view/georgiasgeographicregions/home?authuser=0


Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: After researching the geographic regions of the state of Georgia, write a comparing and contrasting statement about the regions describing why some animals are better
suited to survive in one region versus another region. Provide students with an Information Writing Checklist to guide their work and score final products using the Information Writing
Rubric.

Standards:
ELAGSE3W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
ELAGSE2RI3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Consideration

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: And the Tide Comes In…

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

Have students compare and contrast how the informational text Regions and Rivers of
Georgia and the fictional book And the Tide Comes In present facts about Georgia’s flora
and fauna in similar and different ways.

Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

Select activities from The Gopher Tortoise activity book provided by The Gopher Tortoise
Council

Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

And the Tide Comes In (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
Regions and Rivers of Georgia (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XfpQQzgjtIhAYzRXC9KTS3sINHh7rvye/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1etfR6OWCBXI_clJc0ohxRSgDv9IZgQxE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1etfR6OWCBXI_clJc0ohxRSgDv9IZgQxE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aI0eSsbIQcXw2E3kNRP66Apw6c8CanKyGy0n4vXDUHQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://gophertortoisecouncil.org/pdf/materials_gt_activity_book.pdf

